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From The Heart Of The Pastor
Greetings in the name of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ
As you all know, our 2019 ministry theme for New
Mercies is “FearLESS.” 1 Samuel 17:45 says “Then
David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with
a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come
to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of
the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.” It is my
prayer that you and your family are living a fearless
life.
Here at New Mercies we envision a diverse worshipping
community of spiritually mature believers, who are
engaged in holistic ministries that lead others into a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. As a result,
we will produce healthy families who are engaged in
holistic ministries that are developing communities
spiritually and economically. In order for this vision to
come to fruition, we must follow Jesus.
As we enter into this 40-day consecration period, it is
my prayer that you will reflect upon God’s word and
the sacrifice of our Savior at the cross. I hope these
daily devotionals minister to your spirit, help you
realize how God is working in your life and guide your
daily steps in faith. I am honored to be your Pastor
and look forward to celebrating the goodness of the
Lord with you.
Forever Christ’s,
Sr. Pastor Jesse Curney, III

Sr. Pastor Jesse Curney, III
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Fearless - without fear; bold or brave; confident, courageous, daring,
heroic, wise, and spunky.

The reason God wants us not to be afraid concerning money or other things
of the world is because that fearlessness — that freedom from anxiety — will
magnify five great things about him.
FIRST
Not being afraid shows that we treasure God as our Shepherd. “Fear
not, little flock.” We are His flock and He is our Shepherd. And if He
is our Shepherd, then Psalm 23:1 applies: “The Lord is my Shepherd; I
shall not want” — that is, I shall not lack anything I truly need.
SECOND
Not being afraid shows that we treasure God as our Father. “It is your
Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” We are not only his
little flock; we are also his children, and he is our Father. He really cares
and really knows what you need and will work for you to be sure that
you have what you need.
THIRD
Not being anxious shows that we treasure God as our King. “Fear
not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom.” He can give us the “kingdom” because he is the King. This
adds a tremendous element of power to the one who provides for us.
“Shepherd” connotes protection and provision. “Father” connotes
love and tenderness and authority and provision and guidance. “King”
connotes power and sovereignty and wealth.
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FOURTH
Not being afraid shows how free and generous God is. Notice, he
gives the kingdom. “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” He doesn’t sell the kingdom or
rent the kingdom or lease the kingdom. He is infinitely wealthy and
does not need our payments. So, God is generous and free with
his bounty. And this is what we magnify about him when we are not
afraid, but trust him with our needs.
FINALLY
Not being afraid — not being anxious — shows that we trust that
God really wants to do this. “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It delights him. He is not
begrudging. It makes him glad to give us the kingdom. Not all of
us had fathers like this, who were made happy by giving instead of
getting. But that sorrow is not the main thing any more, because now
you can have such a Father, and Shepherd, and King.
So, the point is that we should treasure God as our Shepherd and Father
and King who is generous and happy to give us the kingdom of God — to
give us heaven, to give us eternal life and joy, and everything we need to
get there.
If we treasure God in this way, we will be FearLESS.

God’s Promises To Us...

He promises to be our light in the darkness and our
strength. (Psalm 21:1)
He reminds us not to be dismayed, because he will help
us and hold us. (Isaiah 41:10)
He tells us to be of good courage because he will never
leave nor forsake us. (Deuteronomy 31:6)

Palm Sunday: The King Is Here!
Sunday, April 14, 2019 | 8am & 11am
Communion Service
Wednesday, April 17, 2019 | 7:00pm
The Cross Talks
Friday, April 19, 2019 | 7pm
Seven Last Words of Christ from the Perspective of The Cross

Resurrection Worship Celebration
Sunday, April 21, 2019 | 7am, 9:15am & 11:30am

He exhorts us to be strong and courageous. (Joshua 1:6)
He delivers us from our troubles and doubts and fears so
that we may taste and see his goodness. (Psalm 34)
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Palm Sunday

Accompanied by His disciples, Jesus rode into
Jerusalem on a colt, while crowds of people covered the streets ahead of
Him with their cloaks and with palm branches.
Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:29-44, John 12:12-19

Monday

Barren fig tree cursed.
Matthew 21:18-19, Mark 11:12-14
Jesus chased the money-changers out of the Temple.
Matthew 21:12-17, Mark 11:15-19, Luke 19:45-48

Tuesday

Fig tree withered.
Matthew 21:20-22, Mark 11:20-26
Jesus preached and taught in Jerusalem. This was the last day of Jesus’
public ministry and his last day in the Temple. He arrived early in the city
and didn’t leave for Bethany until late that night.

Events of Holy Week
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Judas hangs himself.
Matthew 27:3-10
Darkness, earthquake / Veil of the Temple is torn.
Matthew 27:50-54, Mark 15:33,38, Luke 23:44,45

Saturday

Sealing of tomb, guard set.
Matthew 27:62-66

Easter Sunday

The empty tomb.
Matthew 28:1-8, Mark 16:2-8, Luke 24:1-8, John 20:1-10
An angel met Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary” (perhaps Mary,
the mother of James and John) at the tomb to tell them that Jesus was
risen from the dead.
Mark 16:9-11, John 20:11-18

Wednesday

The record is silent.

Thursday

Washing the feet of the disciples.
John 13:1-20
Jesus celebrated the Feast of the Passover, instituting the Sacrament of
Holy Communion.
Matthew 26:17-35, Mark 14:12-31, Mark 22:7-38, Luke13-17
Naming of betrayer.
Matthew 26:21-25, Mark 14:18-21, Luke 22:21-23, John 13:21-30
Jesus prayer in Gethsemane.
Matthew 26:30,36-46, Mark, 14:26, 32-42, Luke 22:39-46, John 18:1
Betrayal and arrest.
Matthew 26:47-56, Mark 14:43-52, Luke 22:47-53, John 18:2-12

Good Friday

Peter’s Denial.
Matthew 26:69-74, Mark 14:66-72, Luke 22:54-65, John 18:25-27
Good Friday continued
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Holy Week (also known as Passion Week) is the time from Palm Sunday
through Resurrection Sunday (Easter Sunday). Also, included within Passion
Week, are Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. Holy Week is
so named because of the passion with which Jesus willingly went to the cross
in order to pay for the sins of His people. Holy Week is described in Matthew
chapters 21-27; Mark chapters 11-15; Luke chapters 19-23; and John chapters
12-19. Holy Week begins with the triumphal entry on Palm Sunday on the
back of a colt as prophesied in Zechariah 9:9.
Holy Week contained several memorable events. Jesus cleansed the Temple
for the second time (Luke 19:45-46), then disputed with the Pharisees
regarding His authority. Then He gave His Olivet Discourse on the end times
and taught many things, including the signs of His second coming. Jesus
ate His Last Supper with His disciples in the upper room (Luke 22:7-38), then
went to the garden of Gethsemane to pray as He waited for His hour to
come. It was here that Jesus, having been betrayed by Judas, was arrested
and taken to several sham trials before the chief priests, Pontius Pilate, and
Herod (Luke 22:54-23:25).
Following the trials, Jesus was scourged at the hands of the Roman soldiers,
then was forced to carry His own instrument of execution (the Cross) through
the streets of Jerusalem along what is known as the Via Dolorosa (way of
sorrows). Jesus was then crucified at Golgotha on the day before the Sabbath,
was buried and remained in the tomb until Sunday, the day after the Sabbath,
and then gloriously resurrected.
It is referred to as Holy Week because in that time, Jesus Christ truly revealed
His passion for us in the suffering He willingly endured on our behalf. What
should our attitude be during Holy Week? We should be passionate in our
worship of Jesus and in our proclamation of His Gospel! As He suffered
for us, so should we be willing to suffer for the cause of following Him and
proclaiming the message of His death and resurrection.

Devotional 2019

How To Read A Daily Devotional

“Daily devotions” is a phrase used to describe the discipline of Bible reading
and prayer with which Christians start or end their day. Bible reading can
take the form of a structured study using a devotional or simply reading
through certain passages or perhaps reading through the Bible in a year.
Prayer can include any or all of the different prayers—praise, confession,
thanksgiving, petition, and/or intercession. Some people use prayer lists for
their daily devotions. Others prefer to pray as they read the Word in an
interactive manner, listening for God speaking to them through the Bible
passages and responding in prayer. Whatever the format, the important
thing is that our daily devotions, as the name implies, be truly devoted to
God and occur daily.
Yes, it truly is important to spend time with God daily. Why? Paul explains
it clearly: “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his
light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6). The experience of having His
light shine in our hearts comes in our times spent in the presence of God.
Of course, this light comes only from knowing God through Christ. This
marvelous treasure of the Holy Spirit is given to each of us as Christians, and
we need faith to believe it and act upon it. In all reality, if we truly yearn to
experience the light of our Lord, we will need to be with God . . . every day.
Someone once said, “The gospel brings man to God; devotions keep him
close to God.” It was James the half-brother of Jesus who wrote: “Come
near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners,
and purify your hearts, you double-minded” (James 4:8). In essence, James
is telling us that the children of God will yearn to seek a closer relationship
with God, to draw near to His heart, to understand more and more about
Him, to obey His commands, and to hold onto His promises. The impure
and double-minded will have no such yearning in their hearts. In fact, they
will seek to separate themselves from God as much as possible.
The expression “draw near” was originally associated with the priesthood in
Israel. Under the regulations of the Old Covenant, the priests represented
the people before God. However, prior to coming near God’s presence, the
priest had to be washed physically and be ceremonially clean. This meant
he had to bathe, wear the proper garments, and offer sacrifices that made
his own heart right with God. Then he could “draw near” to God on the
people’s behalf. In time, the Hebrew word for “drawing near” meant anyone
who approached the presence of God in worship and prayer. The term

8

9

life
love
living

Devotional 2019

How To Read A Daily Devotional

life
love
living

Devotional 2019

How To Read A Daily Devotional

became synonymous even of those whose hearts were far from God when
they “worshiped” Him. For example, Isaiah 29:13 says, “These people come
near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are
far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men.”

3. Have a set place for devotion and certain ideas on how
you will “do” devotion. Suggestion: Don’t do them while lying in

But the sincere believer, the one who has truly humbled himself before
God, knows that God wants His people to draw near with true and pure
hearts: “Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and
having our bodies washed with pure water” (Hebrews 10:22). This applies
the language of the Old Testament ceremonial system to us today. It tells
us that, as those ancient priests prepared themselves to be near God, we
also should prepare ourselves spiritually to worship Him, whether in formal
worship or in our personal devotional times.

4. Start by listening to God and spend time meditating on
it.

We know that the humble person comes to God for his salvation and
submits his life to Him as Lord, but also the truly humble person will see that
his relationship to God is inherently more than that. In claiming to be a true
follower of Christ through our having a saving relationship with the Father
through the Son, we can readily understand the psalmist who wrote, “But
as for me, it is good to be near God. I have made the Sovereign Lord my
refuge; I will tell of all your deeds” (Psalm 73:28).

the bed. Your eyes will never be heavier. Having a plan before you start
will help you be successful in achieving your goals.

Our lives are bombarded with “things to do”. Creating a devotional time,
and space will require a clearing of the mind so that you can focus and
hear from God clearly. It is helpful to enter into that journey with that
mindframe. Don’t do devotional as a “have to” but commit to doing
it because you “want to”. This is a sacred time between you and the
Father.

5. Involve prayer in your meditation.

You can pray verses or converse with God while reading the Bible;
just make sure you are also listening to what God might be saying. A
relationship is two way. Meditation should include quiet reflection and
an open heart.

6. Do not beat yourself up about missing a daily devotion.

Make sure you complete it later in the day if at all possible, God is not an
angry dictator but loves you enough to understand.

Basic Steps to Help You Begin

Because we are all different and because each of us has a unique relationship
with God, no one devotional pattern will work for everyone. And no one way
works for anyone all of the time. Experiment until you find the time of day,
content, and length of time spent that helps you feel connected with God.

1. Realize that personal devotions have to be a choice.

If we have a relationship based on a “have to” then it is more like a work
relationship than a love relationship. Devotions have to be based on love.

7. Keep a devotional journal.

It can be a very useful tool for remembering how things touched you
and reflecting further or at a later date. A dedicated notebook and pen
or pencil are useful for this and should be kept with your devotion Bible.
Also, each day allows for a place of reflection write down what you are
trusting God for. It will help you to focus on those promises God has said
specifically for you.

2. Do devotions at a consistent time for you.

Some prefer as soon as you wake up. Here you are still relaxed and
setting the tone for the day, spending time reflecting on God’s Word
must be beneficial in this.

10

11

life
love
living

Devotional 2019

What is Christian Fasting?

Then your light shall break forth like the morning, your healing shall spring
forth speedily, and your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the
Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry, and He will say, ‘Here I am’. - Isaiah 58:8-9 (NKJV)
Biblically, fasting is abstaining from something to focus on a period of
spiritual growth. Specifically, we humbly deny something of the flesh to
glorify God, enhance our spirit, and go deeper in our prayer life.
Christian fasting isn’t some kind of a “work” that’s commanded by Christ
or required by Scripture. However, that doesn’t mean that fasting isn’t
recommended as a part of our spiritual growth. The Book of Acts records
believers fasting before they made important decisions (Acts 13:4; 14:23).
Fasting and prayer are often linked together (Luke 2:37; 5:33). Too often,
the focus of fasting is on the lack of food. However, the purpose of fasting
is to take our eyes off the things of this world and instead focus on God.
Fasting is a way to demonstrate to God and to ourselves that we are serious
about our relationship with Him. Although fasting in Scripture is almost
always a fasting from food, there are other ways to fast. Anything you can
temporarily give up in order to better focus on God can be considered a
fast (1 Corinthians 7:1-5). Fasting should be limited to a set time, especially
when the fasting is from food. Extended periods of time without eating are
harmful to the body. Fasting is not intended to punish our flesh, but to focus
on God.
It’s a good idea for believers to fast from time to time. Fasting is not required
in Scripture, but it’s highly recommended. The primary Biblical reason to
fast is to develop a closer walk with God. By taking our eyes off the things
of this world, we can focus better on Christ. “When you fast, do not look
somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they
are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But
when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be
obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen;
and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you” (Matthew
6:16-18).
Christian fasting is more than denying ourselves food or something else of
the flesh - it’s a sacrificial lifestyle before God. In Isaiah 58; we learn what
a “true fast” is. It’s not just a one-time act of humility and denial before
God, it’s a lifestyle of servant ministry to others. As Isaiah tells us, fasting
encourages humility, loosens the chains of injustice, unties the chords of
the yoke, frees the oppressed, feeds the hungry, provides for the poor, and
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clothes the naked. This concept of fasting isn’t a one day thing - it’s a lifestyle
of servant living for God and others.

Choose Something That Is Meaningful

When choosing something to fast, it’s important that it is meaningful to you.
Many people “cheat” by choosing something that wouldn’t ordinarily be
missed. But choosing what to fast is an important decision that shapes your
experience and connection with Jesus. You should miss its presence in your
life, and the lack of it should remind you of your purpose and connection to
God.
If something on this list doesn’t fit for you, then do some searching to find
something you can give up that is challenging to you. It can be anything that
is important to you, such as watching a favorite sport, reading or any other
hobby you enjoy. It should be something that is a part of your regular life
and that you enjoy.

7 Things You Can Give up Instead of Food

Here are some alternative items you can fast besides what you eat:

Television

One of your favorite weekend activities may be binging on whole seasons
of shows, or you may enjoy watching your favorite shows throughout
the week. However, sometimes TV can be a distraction, and you can
become so focused on your programs that you neglect other areas of
your life, such as your faith. If you find television to be a challenge for
you, then giving up watching television for a certain period of time can
be a meaningful shift.

Video Games

Like television, video games can be a great thing to fast. It may seem
easy to many, but think about how many times each week you pick up
that game controller. You may spend hours in front of the television or
computer with a favorite game. By giving up playing games, you can
instead focus that time on God.

Weekends Out

If you are a social butterfly, then maybe fasting one or both of your
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weekend nights out may be more of a sacrifice. You can spend that time
in study and prayer, focusing on doing God’s will or getting the direction
you need from Him. Additionally, you will save money by staying in,
which you can then donate to the church or a charity of your choice,
making your sacrifice even more meaningful by helping others.

Cell Phone

Texting and talking on the phone are big deals to many teens. Fasting
your time on the cell phone or giving up text messaging may be a
challenge, but every time you think about texting someone, you’ll
definitely remind yourself to focus on God.

Social Media

Social media sites like Facebook, Twitter, SnapChat, and Instagram are
a major part of daily life for millions of people. Most check into sites
several times a day. By banning these sites for yourself, you can get back
time to devote to your faith and your connection to God.

The Lunch Hour

You don’t have to give up food in order to fast your lunch hour. Why not
take your lunch away from the crowd and spend some time in prayer or
reflection? If you have the opportunity to go off campus for lunch or have
quiet places you can go, taking some lunches away from the group can
keep you focused.

Secular Music

Not every Christian listens only to Christian music. If you love mainstream
music, then try turning the radio station to strictly Christian music or
turning it off completely and spend the time talking to God. By having
silence or soothing music to help you focus your thoughts, you may find
you have a more meaningful connection to your faith.

Devotional 2019

The Importance Of Prayer/ 7:14

Importance of Prayer

Prayer changes things. Not by my own effort, but by His grace.
The Bible talks a lot about prayer (1 Thess. 5:16-18). Meaningful prayer.
Truthful prayer. It is one of the most important things a Christian can do.
It is a time they are communicating with God and it should be taken very
seriously. It doesn’t have to be something that is complicated and difficult.
It’s something anyone can do anywhere at any time.
When you pray, His “answers” can sometimes come in the form of good
thoughts, comforting verses from the Bible, encouraging words from friends
or strangers and sometimes even silence and peace (Isaiah 26:3). Prayer isn’t
using “perfect” words, just truthful words. The Lord is near to all who call on
him, to all who call on him in truth (Psalm 145:18). Prayer, helps you get out of
your narrow focus on your own worries and helps you see the bigger picture.

Drawing Near to God

Prayer is an opportunity to spend time with God. It’s impossible to know
someone if you don’t spend time with them. To really understand the heart
of God, you need to pray. In John 15:15, Jesus says He no longer calls us
his servants, but calls us His friends. Talking with God develops a deeper
relationship with Him. The deeper the relationship becomes, the more time
you want to spend with Him. In 1 Corinthians 3:9, God calls us His fellow
workers. How can we be His fellow workers if we refuse to talk to Him?

Prayer Brings Light to Darkness

Sometimes we forget just how powerful prayer is. We aren’t fighting against
something imaginary. Our prayers are fighting against spiritual battles that
linger in dark places. Ephesians 6:12 says, “For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against
the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms.” The power of prayer is so great it has the power to defeat
the devil and his power over us. He wants to destroy us, but God wants to
bring us closer to Him. Prayer is our tool to win that battle. Prayer gives us
the strength and the faith to finish the race victorious.

Prayer Changes Us

We often think prayer changes God. This simply isn’t the case. Prayer changes
us. When we spend time with God, He is working to change our heart to be
more like His. The more time we spend with Him, the more we are like Him.
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Our habits and lifestyles change. We no longer live a self-centered life, but
one that is focused on others with a pure and sincere heart. Prayer changes
us inside out. The hardest thing about praying is putting the brakes on your
life and being STILL to pray.
For 40 consecutive days, we are asking that you commit to be STILL with us
(New Mercies Christian Church) and pray both individually and corporately
at 7:14am and 7:14pm based on the scripture 2 Chronicles 7:14 (NKJV) that
states:
“if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves,
and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I
will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”
In corporation with your personal fast by refraining from the greatest barrier
that creates separation between you and God. Please join us as we draw
closer to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

New Mercies’ 40-Day Fast

Devotional 2019

Begins:

Monday, March 10, 2019 | 12:00am

Ends:

Friday, April 19, 2019 | 9:00pm

We are asking you to do three things.

• Refrain from the greatest barrier that creates separation between you
and God for the 40-Day period as the first step for a long term lifestyle
change.
• Choose a behavior connected to God that you are going to add
during the fast.
• Identify 1 person to hold you accountable to follow-through.

I Will Fast From...

Note to self...

Be still and know that He is God.
Be still today and talk to Him.
Give Him all of your worries.
Tell Him everything.
Be still today and listen.
Be still and just ask.

My Accountabliity Partner is:
16
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Glory In the Cross
As for me, God forbid that I should boast about anything except the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ. - Galatians 6:14 (TLB)

life
love
living

But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
- Galatians 6:14 (NKJV)
What glory is there in the cross? It was an instrument of torture and shame.
Why did Paul glory in it? He gloried in it because the most selfless act ever
performed by men or angels took place upon it. He saw-emanating from
that rough, unartistic beam upon which the Son of God had been crucified—
the radiant hope of the world, the end of the believer’s bondage to sin, and
the love of God shed abroad in the hearts of men. A lone man dying on a
cross did more to restore man’s lost harmony with God, his fellowman, and
himself, than the combined genius and power of earth’s mighty.
With my finite limitations, I cannot fully comprehend the mystery of Christ’s
atonement. I only know that all who come to the cross in simple, trusting
faith lose all their guilty stains and find peace with God.

My Prayer For Today

40 Day Devotional

By Billy Graham

Like the Apostle Paul, Father, help me to glory in the cross of Jesus
and more fully understand the tremendous meaning it has for me as
a believer and for all who would come to its foot and kneel.
In Jesus name, I pray Amen.
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The Weekend That Changed The World

Jesus Died Once For All!

And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and
the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left. Then Jesus said,
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” And they divided His
garments and cast lots. - Luke 23:33-34

For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly
we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old
man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with,
that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has been
freed from sin. - Romans 6:5 – 7 (NKJV)

There was a weekend in early April, over 2000 years ago, that is special to
humanity.
It was the weekend:

Did you realize that Christ’s resurrection is our resurrection, and that His
death on the cross was our death on the cross? Many never associated
themselves with the Easter story in order to “experientially” know the reality
of the resurrection life.

During my childhood and early teen years I was aware of the facts but not
the reason or His purpose. I believed in Jesus in the same way as George
Washington. I had a mental assent to the truths of history but that didn’t
make a difference in my daily life. I had head knowledge but no heart
knowledge. I believed on paper - not in practice. I didn’t know Him. I knew
about Him.

We have been united with Him in death and life! The true meaning of the
Lenten Season is that “Death was defeated” and “Life was awarded” to all
who believe that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin
might be done away with, and that we should no longer be slaves to sin because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. (Romans 6:6-8). That’s what
reconciliation is all about. “Reconciliation” means to make an adjustment. It
is the process of bringing together two things which differ so that they can
now agree and be as one. Atonement carries the same meaning.

At 17 years-old, the good news of Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection
connected from my head to my heart. The Lord revealed to me that I was
a sinner, deserving of death and hell—with no way out, in and of myself. At
that moment, the cross and empty tomb took on real meaning as I cried out
to Jesus for salvation.
The second that I put my faith and trust in Jesus alone for my salvation, I
passed from death to life, from being a child of wrath to a child of God, and
was spiritually transferred from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom
of His Son. I was born again and changed forever. The Lord had come into
my life to live in and through me.
Has the message of Jesus made it to your heart? Receive Christ into your
heart today.

Sinner’s Prayer: Prayer of Salvation

I know that I am a sinner and that I cannot save myself. I confess with my
mouth that You, Jesus, are Lord. By faith I gratefully receive your gift of
salvation. I am ready to trust you as my Lord and Savior. I believe you are
the Son of God who died on the cross for my sins and rose from the dead
on the third day. Thank you for bearing my sins and giving me the gift of
eternal life. I believe your words are true. Come into my heart, Lord Jesus,
and be my Savior. In Jesus name, I pray Amen.
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My mother was a bookkeeper, and I learned through her the importance
of the ledger agreeing with the total income being equal to the sum of the
profit and the total expenses for the year. If the two figures do not agree,
then reconciliation must be made by adding a figure from one side of the
ledger to the other to bring about a balance. In like manner, God had to
“balance the books” on our account because we had put ourselves into
debt to Him because of our sin.
Holy week symbolizes the way of atonement and the high price paid for us
to be made “alive to Christ.” But there is also a daily reckoning that has to
be made -- an entering into our ledger of faith, the agreement that Christ
has “once for all” paid the price, and that our names are forever written into
the Lamb’s Book of Life!

My Prayer For Today

May the grace of Christ, our Savior, and the Father’s boundless love,
with the Holy Spirit’s favor, rest upon us from above. May we abide in
union with each other and the Lord and bask in the fullness of grace
afforded to us at the cross. Thank you Lord for the Ressurection and
eternal life with You. In Jesus name, I pray Amen.
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By Missey Butler

• Of brutality and bloodshed as the righteous died for the unrighteous;
• That began with tremendous agony, but ended with tremendous victory;
• When Jesus gave Himself up for sinful man and conquered sin, death, hell and the grave;
• That changed the world for all history and eternity.
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At the Crucifixion: Close to Jesus

I didn’t want to spend my last five dollars. But I was a single mom four days
from payday, and I’d just used the final drop of milk, the cupboards were
bare and my gas tank was empty.
I didn’t know what else to do—the kids had to eat. “It’ll be fine,” I told
myself. “I’ll carpool or stay home sick. Everything will work out.” With faith
and hope, I gave over everything I had to the grocery clerk.

And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this
Man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me
when You come into Your kingdom.” - Luke 23:41-42 (NKJV)
By their own testimony, the criminals who were crucified with Jesus had led
totally worthless lives. They were outlaws and rebels who were now simply
getting what they deserved.
But one of them saw the innocence of Jesus and had a change of heart. The
Holy Spirit worked miracles in that criminal’s life even though he was in his
last hour.

I was choosing to trust we could make it till payday, but I was terrified.
Then came my small miracle—I arrived home to find a check in the mailbox
made out to me for $35! It felt like a fortune. Apparently, I’d overpaid a bill
months prior, and they were reimbursing me. But the truth was God had
provided.
I wonder if that’s how Abraham felt in the Bible when God told him to sacrifice
his only son, Isaac. Abraham didn’t want to do it. He loved Isaac! Still, he
trusted the Lord. He may have figured he didn’t have much of a choice. This
desperate, horrified father decided to believe that everything would work
out. As Hebrews reminds us, “Abraham reasoned that God could even raise
the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from
death. Hebrews 11:19

Somehow this career criminal was able to think past his own pain, to feel
sorrow for the person hanging on the cross next to him. He became one of
the few persons there who spoke the truth about the dying Jesus’ innocence
and sinlessness.
This man also—of all people—became one of the first to understand that
the death of Jesus would not be the end of Jesus, and that the mocking sign
above Jesus’ head was true: Jesus was the King and would soon come into
his kingdom!

Sometimes choosing faith feels like the worst, most foolhardy decision
possible. But when it comes to God’s way or our own nearsighted human
instinct, the wisest option is to set our will aside.

Further, the Spirit moved this man’s heart and mind to grasp that the one
who was being crucified next to him could forgive him, erasing every sin
of his spent life and bringing new life beyond death. And, just as Jesus
promised him, this man would soon experience everlasting life with Jesus
in Paradise.

God’s got it all handled, and He has a plan. All we have to do is trust.

Have you asked Jesus to remember you?

My Prayer For Today
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My Prayer For Today

Sinless, innocent Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom. May that kingdom come soon, on earth as it is in heaven.
In Jesus name, I pray Amen.

By Fred Bultman

By Jessica Brodie

Dear Lord, help me - every single morning - to find faith in the midst
of the chaos. Give me the desire and ability to see You, hear You,
talk to You, and most importantly and deservedly give thanks to You.
I pray that I will draw nearer to You, and that my faith will multiply
exponentially as I understand in new, deeper ways that You are
everything I ever hoped You would be. And so much more.
In Jesus name, I pray Amen.
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Why The Cross?

The Fickle Crowd

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. - 1 Corinthians 1:18 (NKJV)

Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the
whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a
loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen, saying: “ ‘Blessed is the
King who comes in the name of the Lord!’ Peace in heaven and glory in the
highest!” - Luke 19:37-38 (NKJV)

A true story was reported about a couple that was visiting a jewelry store. As
the jeweler showed them various cross necklaces, the woman commented,
“I like these, but do you have any without this little man on them?”
That is what so many people want today: a cross without Jesus. They want a
cross without any offense, one that will look cool with their outfits. But if we
could travel back in time and see the cross in its original context, we would
realize that it was a bloody and vile symbol. It would have been the worst
picture imaginable to see someone hanging on a cross.
The Romans chose crucifixion because it was meant to be a slow, torturous
way to die. It was designed to humiliate a person. Crucifixions outside
Roman cities served as warnings to anyone who would dare oppose the rule
of Rome.
If there was any other way, do you think that God would have allowed His
Son to suffer like this? If there had been any other way we could have been
forgiven, then God surely would have found it. If living a good moral life
would get us to Heaven, then Jesus never would have died for us. But He
did because there was and is no other way. He had to pay the price for our
sin. At the Cross, Jesus purchased the salvation of the world.
If you were ever tempted to doubt God’s love for you, even for a moment,
then take a long, hard look at the Cross. Nails did not hold Jesus to that
cross. His love did.

My Prayer For Today

Jesus, help me to resist the seducing power of self-doubt when it
rages in my thoughts. Help, comfort, and relieve me, and give Your
power of strength over doubt and re-ignite my memory of Your
unchanging love for me. And when I falter and fail, grant me the
grace to flee to You for mercy, love, and restoration.
In Jesus name, I pray Amen.

The people knew how great He was and were excited that He was going
to be their King. They shouted, danced, threw palm branches down and
bowed before Him.
Days later, He was accused of treason. Those same people who cheered,
applauded, bowed and shouted praises, changed their minds. They forget
He was kind, gentle, loving and full of mercy and truth. They dismissed His
teachings and miracles. They felt betrayed that they would not have Him as
their King to fight their battles and bring the spoils of wealth back to them.
They thought He was an earthly King who would remain with them forever.
These same people who shouted Hosanna (which means ‘save us now’),
became part of a mob shouting, “Crucify Him!” They did not understand
that He was the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, who came to fulfill their cry
to save them.
Perhaps we are no different than them. When all is going well in our lives, we
shout and sing His praises, and when we can’t feel Him with us, we accuse
Him of not caring or we turn our backs on Him. Let us never be fickle when
it comes to Jesus or waiver in our love and devotion to Him.

My Prayer For Today

By Greg Laurie
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This was Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. He, His followers and disciples had
stopped at the Mount of Olives beforehand to get a donkey, and He arrived
riding it in the streets where the crowd gathered for the festivities.

Father, I am so sorry for the way I complain about my circumstances,
and how quickly I dismiss, my grateful and thankful attitude. I want
to see Your hand in every part of every day - good or bad. Help me
learn how to face every storm with confidence, knowing that You
have my best interest at heart and that you truly care even though I
cannot hear Your voice or see Your hand at work.
In Jesus name, I pray Amen.
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The Fullness Of His Power

The Trial of Faith

who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with
God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant,
and coming in the likeness of men. - Philippians 2:6-7 (NKJV)

So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you,
if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from
here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.
- Matthew 17:20 (NKJV)

When referring to Jesus taking on human form, at first glance, it appears
that He emptied Himself of all that is God in order to become man. That
would conflict with the truth about Him being fully God and fully man. He
set aside the fullness of His power.
Undoubtedly, the thought of “God” contained inside a tiny and helpless
infant is stunning! After all, He could have harnessed the power He retained
inside a subatomic particle or a distant star, but He chose an infant! Power
through weakness is clearly demonstrated and the desire for a relationship
with us is beautifully conveyed.
His immeasurable integrity and authority to harness His power was frequently
tested. He remained infinitely patient, slow to anger and compassionate
in the face of sin all around Him. He stayed the pure and humble servant,
the lamb for the slaughter without ever giving in to His power to change
everything in an instant! Only God can do this.
Jesus defeated evil forever on the cross and is passionately committed to
convincing us to stop loving sin. He wants to drive it out of our midst forever,
but lets it run its course. He rarely interferes with the process and allows it
to groom us for our eternal destiny. God is faithful to endure our hardships
alongside of us, and He experiences our pain with us.
That was clearly demonstrated when He hung on the cross. He didn’t use
a supernatural means to douse the pain during His crucifixion. And when
He cried out to the Father to fulfill prophecy (Psalm 22) – as the suffering
Messiah, He continued to teach the people even while dying. And His plea
to the Father marked the moment He would bare all the sins of humanity
onto Himself.

The beginning of your life of faith was very narrow and intense, centered
around a small amount of experience that had as much emotion as faith in
it, and it was full of light and sweetness. Then God withdrew His conscious
blessings to teach you to “walk by faith” (2 Corinthians 5:7). And you are
worth much more to Him now than you were in your days of conscious
delight with your thrilling testimony.
Faith by its very nature must be tested and tried. And the real trial of faith
is not that we find it difficult to trust God, but that God’s character must be
proven as trustworthy in our own minds. Faith being worked out into reality
must experience times of unbroken isolation. Never confuse the trial of faith
with the ordinary discipline of life, because a great deal of what we call the
trial of faith is the inevitable result of being alive.
Faith, as the Bible teaches it, is faith in God coming against everything that
contradicts Him— a faith that says, “I will remain true to God’s character
whatever He may do.” The highest and the greatest expression of faith in
the whole Bible is— “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him” (Job 13:15).

My Prayer For Today

By Terri L Kilroy

Father, I know that there is nothing that I can do to add to Your finished
work on the cross, but I pray that by faith and in the power of the Holy
Spirit I may present my life as a living offering to You. May I never
forget the great price that You paid for my sins. Please give me a heart
to love You more and a faith that stands firm in the truth of Your word.
In Jesus name, I pray Amen.

Dear Lord, I trust You. Help me - every single morning - to find
faith in the midst of the chaos. Give me the desire and ability to
see You, hear You, talk to You, and give thanks to You. I pray that I
will draw nearer and nearer to You, and that my faith will multiply
exponentially as I understand in new, deeper ways that You are
everything I ever hoped You would be... and so much more.
In Jesus name, I pray Amen.
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By Oswald Chambers

My Prayer For Today

It’s tough love beyond measure!
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We have the idea that God rewards us for our faith, and it may be so in the
initial stages. But we do not earn anything through faith— faith brings us
into the right relationship with God and gives Him His opportunity to work.
Yet God frequently has to knock the bottom out of your experience as His
saint to get you in direct contact with Himself. God wants you to understand
that it is a life of faith, not a life of emotional enjoyment of His blessings.
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Easter: Is It All About Me?

Sitting At Jesus

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. - Romans 5:8 (NKJV)

But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him
and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone?
Therefore tell her to help me.”. - Luke 10:40 (NKJV)

What’s not to love about Easter? As a child, it was an event! I always got a
new frilly dress, lacy socks, shiny new patent leather shoes, a hat and little
gloves. We colored eggs and were filled with anticipation for the beautiful
loaded Easter baskets. Church was fun because we got to show off our new
clothes. We went to Grandma’s house for Easter egg hunts. Family members
sat down to a table laden with good food, and we enjoyed our stash of
marshmallow peeps, chocolate bunnies, jelly beans and malted milk eggs.
Um…and there was something about Jesus.
I’m not one to condemn traditions that promote family togetherness and
creating memories, but I realize now that the Easter celebration I grew up
with was all about me: my appearance, my stash of goodies and my fun day.
Honestly, it’s still all about me…at least that’s what Jesus would say. He
lived in our challenging, abusive, hurt-filled world, He died a brutal death
at the hands of hateful people, and He defeated death and lives on, for me.
Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates His love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
For those who love the fun family traditions, maybe. We could spend
some time being still, soaking in God’s eternal expression of love that
encompassed the very first Easter.
Our wonderful God doesn’t want us to throw away fun times or eliminate
lasting traditions or replace them with a stiff, obligatory religious ritual. He
loves to see us smile, hug and enjoy treats. But I believe He’d delight even
more in the way our spirits would respond to an intentional interlude basking
in His presence. Not for His sake because Easter is all about us.
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By Terri L Kilroy

My Prayer For Today

In this moment on this new day,
For peace and love, for grace and mercy,
For health and joy, for love and laughter.
For everything Thy goodness sends,
We thank Thee, dearest Lord. In Jesus name, I pray Amen.

Martha loved Jesus dearly and would have done anything for Him. Her
struggle came in being still! Martha spent so much time serving Jesus that
she had no time to enjoy His company or get to know Him better. The harder
Martha worked, the more frustrated she became with her sister Mary. Mary
was sitting at Jesus’ feet while Martha scurried around the house to make
sure everything was in perfect order for Jesus. Martha’s service, though it
started out with gladness, deteriorated into resentment and envy.
It is good to want to serve Christ as an expression of love for what He has
done for you. Yet when your activity consumes your time and energies so
that you have no time for Him, you have become too busy! You may think,
as Martha did, that if you don’t do the work, it won’t get done. That may be
true, but Jesus taught that your highest priority must be your relationship
with Him.
If anything distracts you from that relationship, that activity is not from God.
God will not ask you to do something that hinders your relationship with
Christ. At times, serving God and carrying out His mission is the best way to
know and experience God. At other times, it is more important to sit quietly
at His feet and listen to what He is saying.
We are not called to continually sit at the feet of Jesus, otherwise our service
for Him would cease. Neither are we called to serve Him incessantly, without
taking time to find restoration in His presence.
Have you been serving God so diligently that you have not had time to
spend with Him?

My Prayer For Today

I am thankful Lord, for a heart to serve and eyes to see You in
the hearts of those I serve around me, but Lord, please help me
remember what a difference it makes when I make time with You a
priority. Awaken me in body and spirit each day with a desire to meet
with You and to hear You speak words of affirmation, assurance and
wisdom over my heart as I prepare to go into my day.
In Jesus name, I pray Amen.
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By Oswald Chambers

Oh, give thanks to the Lord! Call upon His name; make known His deeds
among the peoples! - Psalm 105:1 (NKJV)
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Remember the Cross

Is That Your Final Answer?

So when the centurion, who stood opposite Him, saw that He cried out like
this and breathed His last, he said, “Truly this Man was the Son of God!”
- Mark 15:39 (NKJV)

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek.
For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
added to you. - Matthew 6:31-33 (NKJV)

In the church I attend, a large cross stands at the front of the sanctuary.
It represents the original cross where Jesus died—the place where our sin
intersected with His holiness. There God allowed His perfect Son to die for
the sake of every wrong thing we have ever done, said, or thought. On the
cross, Jesus finished the work that was required to save us from the death
we deserve (Rom. 6:23).
The sight of a cross causes me to consider what Jesus endured for us. Before
being crucified, He was flogged and spit on. The soldiers hit Him in the
head with sticks and got down on their knees in mock worship. They tried
to make Him carry His own cross to the place where He would die, but He
was too weak from the brutal flogging. At Golgotha, they hammered nails
through His flesh to keep Him on the cross when they turned it upright.
Those wounds bore the weight of His body as He hung there. Six hours later,
Jesus took His final breath (Mark 15:37). A centurion who witnessed Jesus’s
death declared, “Surely this man was the Son of God!” (v. 39).
The next time you see the symbol of the cross, consider what it means to
you. God’s Son suffered and died there and then rose again to make eternal
life possible.

My Prayer For Today

Dear Jesus, I can’t begin to thank You enough for taking care of my
sin when You died on the cross. I acknowledge Your sacrifice, and I
believe in the power of Your resurrection.
In Jesus name, I pray Amen.

On Who Wants to be a Millionaire?, contestants answer questions in
increasing difficulty and value up to the final one million dollar question.
As they answer, the host asks, “Is that your final answer?”, and the player
responds it’s their final answer to “lock it in.” The show proceeds to find out
if the answer is correct. Contestants must lock in an answer without knowing
it. They could pick the right one or continue to play for more money. Life
and God aren’t like that. Living for the Lord is a walk of faith that occasionally
demands we declare we don’t know the answer and proceed anyway.
In Genesis 12:1-4, the Lord obviously led Abram to Canaan, but often we
neglect to examine the act of faith required for the move. Imagine telling
your family that you’re moving. They all come over to help pack and ask
where you are moving. Your only response is, “I don’t know.” Abram only
had a sense of the Lord’s leading and that when they got there, God would
show him.
In Matthew 6:25, 31 – 33 and 33:11, Jesus says not to be concerned over life’s
affairs. “I don’t know” is a legitimate answer often required by those who
live by faith. Sometimes “I don’t know, but I know that God knows” is your
only answer. The fact that God knows is the only thing that really matters. We
put on a false front that we have it together and have answers for everything.
It gets uncomfortable, and we feel silly telling people that we don’t know the
answers to their questions. Pretending that we know it all robs us of our faith.
We live trusting in God, so it is okay to not know. So, the next time someone
asks the tough questions of faith and how things are going to work out, for
which there is no definitive answer, look them straight in the eye and tell
them, “I don’t know, but God knows, and that’s my final answer.”
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By John P. King

By Jennifer Benson Schuldt

My Prayer For Today

Lord, help me not to lean on my own understanding but in
everything acknowledge You so that You can direct my words,
thoughts and actions. Give me peace in the “I don’t know, but I know
that God knows” moments and strength to trust You first and always.
In Jesus name, I pray Amen.
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From Shackles to Freedom

New Blood, New Covenant

Who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. The
Lord gives freedom to the prisoners. - Psalm 146:7 (NKJV)

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave
it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” Then He took the
cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.
For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the
remission of sins. - Matthew 26:26-28 (NKJV)

He has done it. Remember Joseph, Israel in Egypt, Manasseh, Jeremiah,
Peter, and many others. He can do it still. He breaks the bars of brass with
a word and snaps the ankle chains of iron with a look. He is doing it. In a
thousand places troubled ones are coming forward to light and enlargement.
Jesus still announces the opening of the prison to them that are bound. At
this moment doors are flying back and ankle chains are dropping to the
ground.
He will delight to set you free, dear friend, if at this time you are suffering
because of sadness, doubt, and fear. It will be joy to Jesus to give you
freedom. It will give Him as great a pleasure to free you as it will be a
pleasure to you to be freed. No, you don’t have to snap the iron hand: the
LORD Himself will do it. Only trust Him, and He will be your Person who
frees you. Believe in Him in spite of the stone walls or the handcuffs of iron.
Satan cannot hold you, sin cannot enchain you, even feelings that there is
no hope cannot bind you if you will now believe in the LORD Jesus, in the
freeness of His grace, and the fullness of His power to save.
Fight against the enemy, and let the word now before you be your song of
rescue from harm; “Jehovah loosens the prisoners.”

My Song For Today

My chains are gone
I’ve been set free
My God, my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love, amazing grace.

Let’s look at the Passover before the crucifixion of Christ. Jesus and His
disciples gathered for the Passover supper and four glasses of wine were
raised in commemoration of the Jews’ history.
The first is the cup of blessing. The host welcomes his guests and offers
the blessing in Hebrew, and they drink it together. Second is the cup of
judgment. The host tells the history of the exodus and judgment of God
upon Pharaoh and the Egyptians; Then he breaks bread, dips it in bitter
herbs which speaks of the bitter bondage of the past, and in a paste that
speaks of the mortar made by the slaves. Then the second cup is taken.
After the meal is eaten, the third cup of redemption is raised. This cup,
Jesus raised and said, “This is the cup of My blood, a new covenant that I’m
making.” At the end of the meal is the fourth cup of praise, and a hymn is
sung. The Jewish people have done this for thousands of years at Passover
meals around the world.
Jesus transformed an ancient meal to a different meaning. The Passover now
speaks of permanent spiritual deliverance from sin through Christ’s blood
and broken body, and God has passed over your life, over the execution of
judgment, because that judgment was taken by Jesus Himself.

My Psalm For Today: Pslam 113: 12-15, 18 (NKJV)

The Lord has been mindful of us; He will bless us; He will bless the house
of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron. He will bless those who fear
the Lord, both small and great. May the Lord give you increase more and
more, you and your children. May you be blessed by the Lord,
who made heaven and earth. But we will bless the Lord From
this time forth and forevermore. Praise the Lord!
By Skip Heitzig

~ Chris Tomlin / Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)

Old Testament scriptures are an incomplete story. In Jeremiah 31:31 – 33,
we read that the old covenant would pass away and something new would
come, because it was needed. It was like old spiritual technology.

32

33

life
love
living

Devotional 2019

life
love
living

Devotional 2019

Walk In Light

Come As You Are

I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not
abide in darkness. - John 12:46 (NKJV)

He shall send from heaven and save me; He reproaches the one who would
swallow me up. Selah God shall send forth His mercy and His truth.
- Psalm 57:3 (NKJV)

A cloud sometimes floats over us, but we will not accept darkness if we
believe in Jesus. He has come to give us broad daylight. Will He come
without success or without purpose? If we have faith we have the privilege
of sunlight: let us enjoy it.
In Jesus is your hope, your joy, your heaven, Look to Him, to Him only, and
you will joyfully celebrate as the birds joyfully celebrate at sunrise and as the
angels joyfully celebrate before the throne.

My Prayer For Today

Lord, help me to hear you saying, “I am your hope” over all the other
voices and all the noise of our daily lives. Lord, your word says, you
are the hope for hopeless so I’m running to you with both hands
stretched out and grabbing on to you. Fill me up with hope and
give me remind me today that hope is available to even me. God,
you know those things in my heart that I barely dare to hope for,
today I give them to you, I trust them to you, and I know that you can
do more than I could ever guess, imagine or request in my wildest
dreams. God, you are my hope and I trust you.
In Jesus name, I pray Amen.

There’s a myth that you’ve got to clean up your act before coming to God:
“I’ve got to get it all together. There are a few things I’ve got to get right in
my life first, and then I’ll come to God.”
It’s like brushing your teeth before going to the dentist for a cleaning,
washing dishes before putting them in the dishwasher or picking up the
house before the maid comes!
The truth is, God doesn’t expect us to clean up our act before we approach
him. The death and Resurrection of Jesus is God’s statement on that. Jesus
spread out his arms and said, “I love you this much. Now, just come as you
are.”
Psalm 57:3 says, “He will send down help from heaven to save me because
of his love” (TLB). That’s what Jesus did on Easter. And that’s why we can
bring our messes and failures to God.
Some people think God will never love them because they’ve made such
a mess of their lives, but God wants them to come as they are. Help them
hear the Good News from Jesus. Invite them to come to church with you
this Easter. It’s such a simple thing that can make a difference that will last
for eternity.

My Song For Today

So lay down your burdens
Lay down your shame
All who are broken
Lift up your face
Oh wanderer come home
You’re not too far
So lay down your hurt
Lay down your heart
Come as you are.
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~ Crowder / Come As You Are
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By Rick Warren

This world is dark as midnight; Jesus has come, that by faith, we may have
light and no longer sit in the darkness. The word “whoever” is a very broad
term: it means you and me. If we trust in Jesus we will not sit in the dark
shadow of death but will enter into the warm light of a day which will never
end. Why don’t we come into the light at once?
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Jesus Understands Betrayal

Why Did An Angel Roll Away The Stone?

For it is not an enemy who reproaches me; Then I could bear it. Nor is it one
who hates me who has exalted himself against me; Then I could hide from
him. - Psalm 55:12 (NKJV)

And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door,
and sat on it. - Matthew 28:2 (NKJV)

Imagine that you have a close friend. You’ve spent a lot of time together;
you have traveled together. You’ve had a lot of meals together, and you’ve
shared secrets with one another. Perhaps the friend is a fellow church
member, and you may have spent time praying together. Then you find out
that your “friend” has been behind the scenes, saying things about you that
were simply not true. Think about the sense of betrayal you would feel. What
would be your first reaction? Would it be to lash out at your friend? What
SHOULD be your first reaction?

The angels frequently attended our Lord Jesus: at His birth, His temptation
and His agony. But at the cross, we find no angel attending him. When
His Father forsook Him, the angels withdrew from Him, but now that He is
resuming the glory He had before the foundation of the world, the angels of
God worshipped Him.

Always know that Jesus can identify with your pain of betrayal. Nothing is
going to surprise Him! Nothing at all. But He wants to set us free from the
bitterness and resentment and hatred that betrayal brings.
Ask Him for His help today. Then, with His help, go to your friend and try to
make things right. Not out of bitterness, but out of love.

My Prayer For Today
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The stone of our sins was rolled to the door of the grave of our Lord Jesus
(and we find the rolling of a great stone to signify the contracting of guilt - 1
Samuel 14:33), but to demonstrate that divine justice was satisfied, an angel
was commissioned to roll back the stone.
The enemies of Christ had sealed the stone, since this was their hour, but all
the powers of death and darkness are under the control of the God of light
and life. An angel from heaven has power to break the seal and roll away the
stone, though ever so great. Thus, the captives of the mighty are taken away.
The angel’s sitting upon the stone, after he had rolled it away, shows a
secure triumph over all the obstructions of Christ’s resurrection. There he
sat, defying all the powers of hell to roll the stone to the grave again. The
angel sat as a guard to the grave, having frightened away the enemies’
guard; he sat, expecting the women, and ready to give them an account of
Jesus’s resurrection.
Dear Lord Jesus, my heart is overwhelmed today with a fresh
awareness of your triumphant victory at the tomb. By your life and
death, you did everything necessary, not just to reconcile me to God,
but also to place me in his eternal favor, his great delight and his
perpetual rejoicing. Mercy has trumped judgment on my behalf! I’m
humbled and greatful. Help me to speak and act today as someone
for whom the triumph of mercy over death is complete. In Jesus
name, I pray Amen.
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By Matthew Henry

My Prayer For Today

By Byrant Wright

Dear merciful and gracious Lord, thank you for your gift of
forgiveness. Your only Son loved me enough to come to earth
and experience the worst pain imaginable so I could be forgiven.
Your mercy flows to me in spite of my faults and failures. Help me
demonstrate unconditional love today, even to those who hurt me. I
understand that even though I feel scared, my emotions don’t have
to control my actions. Help me release the hurt and begin to love as
Jesus loves. With gratitude, I can draw closer to you and let go of
unforgiveness. With gratitude, I can see the person who caused my
pain as a child of the Most High God. Help me find the compassion
that comes with true forgiveness. And when I see the person who
hurt me, bring this prayer back to my remembrance, so I can take
any ungodly thoughts captive and make them obedient to Christ.
May the confidence of Christ in my heart guide me into the freedom
of forgiveness. I praise you for the work you are doing in my life,
teaching and perfecting my faith.
In Jesus name, I pray Amen.

The angel came, rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. Jesus
could have rolled back the stone Himself by His own power, but He chose
to have it done by an angel to signify that having undertaken to make
satisfaction for our sin, He did not break prison, but had a fair and legal
discharge, obtained from heaven. He did not break prison, but an officer
was sent on purpose to roll away the stone and open the prison door, which
would never have been done if He had not made a full satisfaction.
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God Is A Safe Place

Easter Is For Second Chances

Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Although I have cast them far
off among the Gentiles, and although I have scattered them among the
countries, yet I shall be a little sanctuary for them in the countries where they
have gone.” ’ - Ezekiel 11:16 (NKJV)

But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who
was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid
Him. But go, tell His disciples—and Peter—that He is going before you into
Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.” - Mark 16:6 – 7 (NKJV)

Even though we may be distanced from familiar places or people, we are
not removed from the God’s grace. The LORD who places His people where
they may feel like stranger will Himself be with them and be to them all that
they could have had at home. Remember this promise, all of you who are
called to wander!

”Do you need a second chance today? On the first Easter morning, Peter
needed one. In the Upper Room, he had insisted that he would never deny
Christ. But as Jesus had predicted, Peter not only denied the Lord, but he
denied Him three times. The last glimpse Peter had of Jesus before His
crucifixion was in the glow of the fire in the high priest’s courtyard, where
he actually made eye contact with Jesus. And then he went out and wept
bitterly.

God is to His people a place of safety. They find safety with Him from every
enemy, He is their place of worship, too. He is with them as with Jacob when
he slept in the open field, and rising, said, “Surely God was in this place,”
To them also He will be a safe place of quiet, like the Holy of Holies, which
was the silent home of the Never-ending. They will be quiet from fear of evil.
God Himself, in Christ Jesus, is the safe place of mercy. The Ark of the
Agreement is the LORD Jesus, and Aaron’s rod, the pot of manna, the tables
of the law, all are in Christ our safe place. What more do we need? O LORD,
satisfy this promise and be ever our safe place!

My Psalm For Today: Psalm 121 (MSG)

I look up to the mountains; does my strength come from mountains?
No, my strength comes from God, who made heaven,
and earth, and mountains.
He won’t let you stumble, your Guardian God won’t fall asleep.
Not on your life! Israel’s Guardian will never doze or sleep.
God’s your Guardian, right at your side to protect you—
Shielding you from sunstroke, sheltering you from moonstroke.
God guards you from every evil, he guards your very life.
He guards you when you leave and when you return,
he guards you now, he guards you always.

38

What kind of look do you think Jesus gave Peter when their eyes met? One
of those I-told-you-so looks? One of scorn, as if to say, “How could you
betray Me?” I don’t think it was either one. I think it was a look of love and
compassion that said, “I still love you, Peter.” And I believe that is why Peter
went out and wept bitterly. He had failed the Lord so miserably and thought
there was no hope for him.
But then a message went out from the empty tomb that Jesus had risen,
followed by these instructions, “Go, tell His disciples and Peter. . . .” It was
not, “Go tell the disciples, including Peter, James, and John. . . .” It was just
Peter, because Peter needed a special word of encouragement.
Do you need encouragement today? Maybe you have fallen short. You didn’t
plan on it, but it happened. And like Peter, maybe you ended up with the
wrong people in the wrong place at the wrong time doing the wrong thing.
God gave Peter a second chance. And He will give you one, too—because
Easter is for the person who needs a second chance.

My Prayer For Today

Dear Lord, forgive me, for foolishly neglecting and taking you for
granted in my life. You have saved me from danger, unimaginable
situations; and yet, I did nothing in return to show my gratitude and
sincere faith to You. Lord, as I seek for forgiveness, let me promise
to You, in the best of my abilities and with Your help, that I will seek
your guidence and follow in Your will. I will change for the better.
With the help of Your most Holy Name, all of this will be possible.
Thank You for unconditionally loving and guiding me.
In Jesus name, I pray Amen.
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The Triumphal Entry

Easter: All That Matters Vs. All I Live For

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly
and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey. - Zechariah 9:9

He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the
Lord lay. - Matthew 28:6 (NKJV)

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem in the days before His crucifixion, He was
fulfilling a prophecy given to Zechariah hundreds of years earlier. Through
eyes of faith, this prophet saw how a King would come to Jerusalem. Even
though a King, He was humble and would be mounted on the “foal of a
donkey.”
When the day finally came, “a very large crowd spread their cloaks on the
road” in preparation for Jesus’ arrival. They shouted praises, “Hosanna to
the Son of David,” and cried “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord.”
At an earlier Passover celebration, many people said that they believed in
Him. But Jesus knew that this belief was shallow and superficial. They may
have spoken words of praise, yet their hearts were not totally committed.
Today, many people say that they are Christians but have not made Jesus
their Lord. They say they believe but only have a superficial commitment.
Is Jesus the Lord of your life? Is He your Lord all the time? Praise Him from
your heart, and commit your life to Him.

My Prayer For Today

40

I think I would blab to everyone I know and see about this miraculous event?
Then factor in that the same guy was now telling us that because of what
he had done, none of the rest of us would ever have to suffer death. What’s
more, simply by believing what we had seen, no matter our background,
history, race or education, we could restore our long-lost connection with
the Almighty God and live forever.
Unfortunately, I’m having a hard time conceiving what I would do. I do
believe this, and yet my daily reaction to it doesn’t line up with The Acts of
the Apostles.
What am I afraid of? That I’ll be rejected? That I won’t be powerful enough?
That the good news isn’t relevant enough?
This Easter I’ll join with others in pondering and praising the miracle, but
when it comes time for the next day of my life to begin, it’ll be all about me,
my troubles, making my way, who cut me off, what I have to get done, who I
don’t like and what can we complain about.
I want this Easter to be real. I’m cheating life and people God loves if I’m
not shouting those facts from every corner and rooftop I can find. What
matters in life? Really, why else are we here if not to keep excitedly shouting
the truth of the miracle as if we’d just experienced it with our own eyes
yesterday?

My Song of Praise For Today

That’s love, that’s love.

- Smokie Norful, No Greater Love
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By Shawn Mcevoy

Jesus went to Calvary, to save a wrench like you and me. That’s love.
They hung Him wide, they stretched Him wide. He hung His head,
and then He died. that’s love. That’s not how the story ends three
days later He rose again, that’s love. There is no greater love, than a
man would lay down His life for a friend.
By Inspiration Ministries

Dear God, I confess that I have strayed from my first love - Jesus and I want to recommit my life to You. Please help me to become
the person You created me to be. Enable me to always live a life that
is pleasing to You. Renew my passion to walk more closely with You.
You know all my desires and plans. Help me to fulfill Your unique
call and purpose in my life. Renew my heart, restore the joy of my
salvation and grant me a willing spirit to sustain me. Lord, thank You
for this hope I have in You. Use my life to bring You glory, honor and
praise. Thank You, Lord, Jesus for hearing and answering my prayer.
In Jesus name, I pray Amen.

What would I ever do if someone I knew came back from the dead?
Especially if he had said he would, and if he had spent a couple nights in a
grave already?
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Are You Bearing Fruit, Or Just Leaves?

Remembering His Sacrifice

Now the next day, when they had come out from Bethany, He was hungry.
And seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps
He would find something on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but
leaves, for it was not the season for figs. In response Jesus said to it, “Let no
one eat fruit from you ever again.” And His disciples heard it.
- Mark 11:12-14 (NKJV)

And when they crucified Him, they divided His garments, casting lots for
them to determine what every man should take. - Mark 15:24 (NKJV)

In Mark 11 we are told that Jesus became hungry; a reminder to us that God
with us, the second part of the Trinity, humbled Himself to the point of even
experiencing hunger. So He approached a fig tree with leaves to see if He
could find fruit.
So Jesus curses the tree. Why did Jesus curse the tree? Was He ‘hangry’ and
that poor tree was just in the wrong place at the wrong time? No, of course
not! This event is a sobering reminder of the impending judgement of God
and that there will be those who had leaves but did not bear fruit, and God’s
curse/judgement will fall upon them.
But thanks be to God, in spite of our sin and knowing what awaited Him later
in Holy Week, Jesus lovingly and willingly went to the cross so that in Him
we could be redeemed and adopted by God! So with joy, humility, and love,
let us willingly submit to the Father’s will and live lives that bear and display
the fruit of the Spirit.

My Prayer For Today

Lord thank you. Thank you for the example that you have given us
in your son Jesus Christ. Thank you for loving me enough to help
me become more like you. Lord, you have shown us what it means
to live in the Spirit, but I need help. Please help me, Lord. God,
please come alongside me as I work day by day to be your hands
and feet here on Earth. And, may the fruits of your spirit inspire my
spirit to bear fruit for you! Amen.
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“The cross is placed on the ground and a man is thrown backwards with
his shoulders against the wood. The legionnaire feels for the depression
at the front of the wrist and drives a heavy, square wrought-iron nail
through the wrist and deep into the wood. He moves to the other side
and repeats the action, being careful not to pull the arms too tightly, but
allowing flex and movement. The cross is then lifted into place.
“The left foot is pressed backward against the right, and with both feet
extended, toes down, a nail is driven through the arch of each, leaving
the knees flexed. The victim is now crucified. As he sags down with more
weight on the nails in the wrists, excruciating, fiery pain shoots along the
fingers and up the arms to explode in the brain. As he pushes himself
upward to avoid the stretching torment, he places the full weight on the
nail through his feet. Again he feels the searing agony of the nail tearing
through the nerves between the bones of his feet.
As the arms fatigue, cramps sweep through the muscles, knotting
them in deep, relentless, throbbing pain. With these cramps comes
the inability to push himself upward to breathe. Air can be drawn into
the lungs but not exhaled. He fights to raise himself to get even one
small breath. Carbon dioxide builds up in the lungs and blood stream.
Spasmodically he is able to push himself upward to exhale and bring in
life-giving oxygen.
“Hours of pain, cycles of twisting, joint-rending cramps, intermittent
partial asphyxiation, searing pain as tissue is torn from his lacerated
back as he moves up and down against the rough timber. Then agony
begins: a deep, crushing pain deep in the chest as the pericardium
slowly fills with serum and begins to compress the heart.
The loss of tissue fluids reaches a critical level. The compressed heart
struggles to pump heavy, thick, sluggish blood into the tissues. The
tortured lungs make a frantic effort to gasp in small gulps of air. He feels
the chill of death creeping through his tissues. Finally he can allow his
body to die.”

By Midland Church

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there
is no law. - Galatians 5:22-23 (NKJV)

A medical doctor gave a detailed description of a crucifixion:

The Bible records the crucifixion in a few simple words, and we take for
granted the pain and suffering Jesus endured on the cross for us. Let us
remember this Easter the sacrifice He made.
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Don’t Hate Your Youth

The Death Of Death

Then said I: “Ah, Lord God! Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.” But
the Lord said to me: “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’ for you shall go to all to
whom I send you, and whatever I command you, you shall speak.
- Jeremiah 1:6-7 (NKJV)

And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
- John 11:26 (NKJV)

Jeremiah was young and felt inadequate when sent on a great errand by the
LORD; but He who sent him would not have him say, “I am a child.” What
he wasn’t supposed to do was focus on his inadequacies, but that he was
chosen to speak for God. He did not have to invent a message or choose
an audience: he was to speak what God commanded and speak where God
sent him, and he would be enabled to do this in the strength that is not his
own.

When Jesus died on the cross, He conquered sin. But when He rose again
from the dead, He defeated death.
Death is not a subject we usually want to discuss. But when you get down to
it that is what Easter is all about. Easter is about the death of death, because
Jesus came to conquer death.
Dying is a hard subject for us to talk about. Many don’t even want to use the
word death. They will use other words, like passed away or expired. We will
refer to someone who has died as “the dearly departed.”

Is it not so with some young Christians who may read these lines? God knows
how young you are and how limited is your knowledge and experience; but
if He chooses to send you, it is not for you to shrink from the heavenly call.
God will magnify Himself in our weakness. If you were as old as Methuselah,
how much would your years help you? If you were as wise as Solomon, you
might be equally as stubborn as him. Stay true to your message, and it will
be your wisdom; follow your marching orders, and they will be your guide.

Some, in an attempt to avoid its seriousness, will make light of it with
expressions like “kicked the bucket” or “cashed in their chips.” We don’t
want to deal with death.

My Prayer For Today

You may be thinking, “Greg, are you crazy? What are you talking about
“death died”? I understand that we die and that our bodies go into a grave.
But death is not the end. Our bodies go into the ground, but the soul lives
on forever. The Bible says that one day our bodies will be resurrected as well.
This is the hope of Easter. Death is not the end of the road; it is only a bend
in the road. When Jesus died and rose, He rendered death powerless.

Righteous Father, I release the past and grab hold of the future
today. Going forward, my life will be in divine alignment with you.
As I grow in the art of forgiveness, may You consistently guide the
venture of my path. Protect me with humility. Govern me by Your
spirit. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Easter is a day that marks the death of death. Death died when Christ rose.
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though
he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never
die” (John 11:25–26).

My Song of Praise For Today

It’s already been done, You can’t add to His blood. It was once for all
the Father gave his Son. Forever we are changed by the miracle of
grace. Throughout history the Father’s light remains

Praises rise endlessly. We lay our lives before the King. Who was and
who is. His love will always be, the hope for all eternity.

~ Endlessly, Josh Baldwin
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By Greg Laurie

We’ve only just begun to see all of heaven come. Every fear will bow
at the Father’s perfect love. Your kingdom is at hand, the gates of
hell won’t stand.Now in victory we lift our song again
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You Are A Temple

The Year I Didn’t Want A New Easter Outfit

Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is
in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?
- 1 Corinthians 6:19 (NKJV)

Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.
- Colossians 3:2 (NKJV)

The temple that Jesus cleared when he chased out money changers and
vendors no longer exists. It was destroyed by the Roman Empire in the year
A.D. 70. But the Bible teaches that our bodies are the “temple of the Holy
Spirit.” Jesus lives in us today by means of the Holy Spirit. The apostle Paul
asks, “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s
Spirit lives in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16).
God does not live in a building. God has chosen to live in his followers.
Does that show in your life? When Jesus saw evil in the temple of the Lord,
he cleared it out. What is there in our lives that stands in the way of being
known as followers of Jesus Christ? If Jesus inspects our lives, will he find
things that need to be thoroughly cleaned out?
It is never a pleasant experience when the Holy Spirit shows us what really
needs to change in our lives. But we aren’t left to do all the work ourselves.
In fact, on our own we cannot overcome the sin that needs clearing out. We
need God’s power in order to change, and the Spirit works in us to make
sure we do.

My Prayer For Today

Lord, we need forgiveness and cleansing. But we also need to grow
to become more like Jesus. Help me to love and serve you each day,
by the power of your Spirit in Christ. Amen.

Last year, my daughter asked me to take her Easter dress shopping. As I
was buying her perfect dress, she asked, “Aren’t you going to buy anything
for yourself this year?” I responded, “I don’t want to buy a new anything...,”
“Besides, I’m not that excited about Easter this year.”
How could I say I wasn’t enthusiastic about celebrating the resurrection
of Jesus? I felt ashamed for my thoughts and speaking them aloud to my
daughter. This Easter was the first one where my family wouldn’t attend
church together. Instead of looking forward to it for all the right reasons, I
secretly dreaded it.
Paul encourages us to set our minds on the things above because what we
set our minds on determines our thoughts, drives our emotions, fuels our
words and actions, and steers the direction of our faith. When our thoughts
are sinking, our hearts will too. But if we intentionally focus on “things that
are above,” — the resurrection of Jesus, eternal life, hope in our Savior and
blessings of all kinds, our attitudes stay uplifted, despite our circumstances.
This choice determines the direction of our faith and ability to enjoy God’s
joy and peace, even when our hearts are heavy. Unsinkable optimism, hope
and faith hinge on where we focus our thoughts, not on life’s circumstances.
I didn’t realize the toll my thoughts, heartache and emotions had on my
outlook and faith. Things hadn’t turned out the way I’d hoped, but hard
things don’t have to harden my heart. I asked God to restore my joy and
peace, refocus my thoughts, and change my mind from the inside out.
Jesus died on the cross for our sins, and that’s reason enough to celebrate
Easter with gratitude and praise; and certainly enough reason to buy a new
a new outfit.
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By Tracie Miles

My Pslam For Today: Psalm 51: 10-13 (NKJV)

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit
within me. Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not take
Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and
uphold me by Your generous Spirit. Then I will teach transgressors
Your ways, and sinners shall be converted to You.
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You Are Invited

Rejected By His Father

and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and
they were not willing to come. - Matthew 22:3 (NKJV)

Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the
land. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli,
Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken
Me?” - Matthew 27:45-56 (NKJV)

Teaching was such an important part of Jesus’ ministry that he taught in
the temple area even during the last week of his life. There Jesus told a
parable about a wedding banquet that presented a picture of the kingdom
of God. In this story we can picture God himself as the one who invites us
to a feast. The fact that God invites us is an amazing mystery. But an even
greater mystery is that some people say no to God’s invitation.
I remember an elderly couple who were celebrating their 50th wedding
anniversary with an open house. A bit anxiously they wondered, “What if
nobody shows up?” Or maybe you are someone who has plans to marry
soon. You’ve sent out invitations to family and friends to join you in your
celebration. But what if most of them decline? Well, that’s what happens in
Jesus’ parable. In another version of this parable, Jesus says, “They all alike
began to make excuses” (Luke 14:18).
The Bible is filled with God’s invitations. “Come to me, all you who are weary
and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). And “whoever is
thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the
water of life” (Revelation 22:17).
Are you making excuses to decline God’s invitations? If so, please reconsider.
Come and enjoy “life to the full” in God’s presence (John 10:10).

My Prayer For Today

Lord, forgive us for making excuses and putting off your invitation as
the highest priority in our lives. May we come to your feast with joy,
knowing that full life is with you.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?”
The scourging, beatings, and ridicule were unbearable, but rejection
by His Father was worse. Darkness over Jerusalem from 12:00 till 3:00pm
dramatically underscored the chaos and devastation of this rejection.
Matthew did give us an answer to Jesus’ question. Remember the name the
angel gave to Joseph at the beginning in the birth narrative? “You will call
His name Jesus for He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 11:21).
God rejected His Son so that we could be forgiven. Because God turned
away from His Son at Calvary, He will never turn away from those of us who
trust His Son’s payment for our sins. The Apostle Paul put it like this, “He who
knew no sin, became sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of
God in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)
LORD, I know how much it hurts me when I’m rejected, but I’ll never begin
to know your agony when You screamed out as your Father turned away.
Challenged about your identity as God’s Son and ridiculed as powerless to
do anything about your shame—if proof is needed that we humans deserve
eternal punishment, it was proved by those who mocked and watched at the
foot of the cross. Why You took our death sentence, I will never understand,
but help me never stop rejoicing that You did.

My Prayer For Today

Heavenly Father, we come before you today, not to ask for anything
but humbly giving thanks for all You have done for us. Thank you
Jesus, for enduring so much pain and suffering for our salvation.
Lord, thank you for your unconditional, undying, never-failing,
endless, reckless love that graces us each day.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Don’t Slip!

What Sorts Of Folks Got Crucified?

Then you will walk safely in your way, and your foot will not stumble.
- Proverbs 3:23 (NKJV)

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him
who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has
passed from death into life. - John 5:24 (NKJV)

On the journey of life, if we follow the ways of wisdom and holiness we will
be preserved in them. He who travels by daylight along life’s path is under
some protection. There is a way for every person, a proper calling in life, and
if we completely walk in the fear of God He will preserve us from evil. We
may not travel beautifully, but we will walk safely.
Unfortunately, our greatest danger on life’s path lies in ourselves. Some
people slip because they do not see the stone in the way or they are just
careless with their decisions. God’s grace enables us to perceive sin and so
to avoid it and Jesus encourages us to be on our guard, saying, “Watch and
pray.”
Today, let’s ask for more moral strength that our desire to slip may be
overcome. Oh, for grace to walk today without a single slip! It is not enough
that we do not actually fall; for our cry should be that we may not make the
smallest slip but choose to follow Jesus our savior “who can keep us from
stumbling.”

My Prayer For Today

Lord, I reach out to you for your guidance. Please show me which
way to turn. Calm my anxious thoughts, speak peace to my mind.
Strengthen me as I falter and feel weary. Bring clarity into my vision
and dreams. I trust that you are with me always. Thank you for your
guidance. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Early in Julius Caesar’s political career, the people of Rome hated him so
badly that he thought it best to leave his country. He sailed for the Aegean
island of Rhodes, but on the way pirates attacked his ship and Caesar was
captured.
The pirates demanded a ransom of 12,000 gold pieces, and Caesar’s staff
was sent to make the arrangements for payment. For almost 40 days, the
pirates held Caesar captive.
He would jokingly tell them that he would someday capture and crucify
them. The amused kidnappers dismissed his threats. But when the ransom
was paid and Caesar was released, the first thing he did was gather his army
together to pursue the pirates.
The pirates indeed were captured and crucified!
This was the Romans’ attitude toward crucifixion. This cruel death was
reserved only for the worst criminals. It was meant to show extreme contempt
for the condemned. And the pain and humiliation experienced by someone
crucified by the Romans was unmatched by any other.
They condemned and humiliated the person and name of Jesus thousands
of years ago just as many people do today. And even though He died a lowly
death, we as believers can rejoice in knowing that “He was delivered over to
death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification” (Romans 4:25).
Jesus died for the sins of all--including those who beat Him and nailed Him
to the cross. You may know of someone today who doesn’t know Jesus. Will
you be the one to tell them about the forgiveness He gives? Will you be the
one who points them toward eternal life through Jesus?

My Prayer For Today

Father, in glorifying Jesus and sending us your Spirit, You open the
way to eternal life. May my sharing in this Gift increase my love and
make my faith grow stronger in You. Thank you for the sacrifice at
the cross. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Encouragement

On Saturday

Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are
doing. - 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NKJV)

Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw
the linen cloths lying there, and thehandkerchief that had been around His
head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by itself.
- John 20:1 - 9, 6-8 (NKJV)

Loving others includes encouraging one another. In Romans 12:7-8, Paul
lists encouragement among the gifts of grace. When people accomplish a
common objective together, all are encouraged. Fellow believers encourage
one another to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).
The Thessalonian Christians faced struggles and an uncertain future. Paul
wrote to encourage them, reminding them of their faith and love and hope
in Christ, all of which prepared them to be ready for the Lord’s return.
And with these assurances they could keep encouraging one another and
building each other up.
The gift of encouragement is important in our lives. Encouragement is a gift
in the home, the workplace, and the church—wherever we find ourselves.
We can come alongside others and be there for one another. We can listen,
comfort, console, and affirm. It’s a way of living out the command to love
one another.
Take time to recall the people who’ve been encouragers in your life. They’re
the ones who were there when you thought you’d never laugh again. They
were the ones who listened to you; whereas others just talked. Then ask
yourself, “When was the last time I encouraged someone?” It’s not difficult,
and the people you encourage are so blessed by it.

My Prayer For Today

We have no passage to read or knowledge to share about Saturday. All we
know is that when Sunday came, John was there.
Jesus was dead. The Master’s body was lifeless. John’s friend and future
were buried, but John had not left. Was he waiting for the resurrection? No.
As far as he knew, the lips were forever silent and the hands forever still. He
wasn’t expecting a Sunday surprise.
You’d think he would have left. The crowds were pleased with one crucifixion,
and the religious leaders might have called for more.
Or maybe he lingered because he loved Jesus.
What about you? When you’re in John’s position, what do you do? When it’s
Saturday in your life, how do you react? When you are somewhere between
yesterday’s tragedy and tomorrow’s triumph, what do you do? Do you leave
God or do you stay close?
John chose to linger, and because he lingered on Saturday, he was around
on Sunday to see the miracle.

By George Vink

What a friend we have in Jesus all our sins and grieves to bear
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer
Oh what peace we often forfeit of what needless pain we bear
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer
Have we trials and temptations is there trouble anywhere
If we have don’t be discouraged take it to the Lord in prayer.
Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? We
should never be discouraged— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer.

~ What a Friend We Have in Jesus, Joseph M. Scriven
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Max Lucado from He Chose the Nails

My Hymn For Today

Lord Jesus, help me to recognize the struggler or the lonely—
anyone who needs your encouragement of love and hope today.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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John didn’t know on that Friday what you and I now know. He didn’t know
that Friday’s tragedy would be Sunday’s triumph. That’s why what he did on
Saturday is so important.
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The Price of Love

Extreme

Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the
spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He
was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and
made intercession for the transgressors. - Isaiah 53:12 (NKJV)

The world looks at Christians celebrating on Good Friday, and they say,
“That’s so extreme! Why before God could forgive people, would He
require the death of His Son? Why wouldn’t He simply, benevolently, forgive
people’s sin?

Our daughter burst into tears as we waved goodbye to my parents. After
visiting us in England, they were starting their long journey back to their
home in the US. “I don’t want them to go,” she said. As I comforted her, my
husband remarked, “I’m afraid that’s the price of love.”

That questioning proves a lack of understanding of how heinous our sin
is and how great and holy our God is. Nobody speaks of sin anymore. We
speak of problems, hang-ups, issues, sickness or someone else’s fault, but
the Bible says that if we say we have no sin, we are liars.

We might feel the pain of being separated from loved ones, but Jesus felt
the ultimate separation when He paid the price of love on the cross. He,
who was both human and God, fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy 700 years after
Isaiah gave it when He “bore the sin of many” (Isa. 53:12). In this chapter we
see rich pointers to Jesus being the suffering Servant, such as when He was
“pierced for our transgressions” (v. 5), which happened when He was nailed
to the cross and when one of the soldiers pierced His side (John 19:34), and
that “by his wounds we are healed” (Isa. 53:5).
Because of love, Jesus came to earth and was born a baby. Because of
love, He received the abuse of the teachers of the law, the crowds, and the
soldiers. Because of love, He suffered and died to be the perfect sacrifice,
standing in our place before the Father. We live because of love.

My Prayer For Today

How serious is it? Paul said, “The wages of sin is death”. We sin because
it’s our nature, and we sin by choice. Every day we commit individual acts
that are an affront to God, because He is absolutely holy. Our holy God is
wholly incompatible with sin and unrighteousness. The Bible says, “You are
of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on wickedness”. “Your
iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins have hidden His
face from you”.
Perfect, holy God cannot coexist with sinful man; Therefore, we’re separated
and lost. So, either our holy God must destroy unholiness or declare that
which is unholy, holy.
Jesus lived the perfect life that we could never live, and then took all our
sins on Himself. So effectively, God said, “I’ll take the rap. I’ll take all of your
wickedness and evil and I’ll put it on Myself so that when I die on the cross,
it’s finished, once and for all.”
The cross is the only place that God met with mankind. The cross is the only
place where both God’s mercy and justice could meet. How can God be a
God of love and justice at the same time? How can holy, perfect God meet
with sinful, rebellious man? Only at the cross. He came, took our punishment,
and then declared us righteous because of it.

Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away our sins, have
mercy on us, and help us to extend mercy and love to others. Show
us how we might share Your love with others today.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

My Song Of Praise For Today
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There’s a place where sin and shame are powerless. Where my heart
has peace with God, and forgiveness. Where all the love I’ve ever
found; comes like a flood, comes flowing down.

~ At the Cross (Love Ran Red), Chris Tomlin
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By Skip Heitzig

By Amy Boucher Pye

There’s a place where mercy reigns and never dies. There’s a place
where streams of grace flow deep and wide. Where all the love I’ve
ever found; comes like a flood, comes flowing down.
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Facing Our Gethsemanes

Cleansing the Temple: Part 1

Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant,
and cut off his right ear. The servant’s name was Malchus. - John 18:10 (NKJV)

Then Jesus went into the temple [a]of God and drove out all those who
bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money
changers and the seats of those who sold doves. - Matthew 21:12 (NKJV)

In the flurry of activity in the Garden of Gethsemane, very few noticed the
last miracle in the earthly ministry of Jesus. He healed the ear of Malchus,
which Peter had cut off with a sword.
We don’t know whether Jesus touched Malchus and a new ear grew or
whether Jesus reached down and said, “I think this is yours—here” and
reattached the ear to his head. I don’t say this with irreverence; I simply don’t
know how Jesus healed him. Whatever the case, the high priest’s servant got
his ear back.
We don’t read in any of the Gospels, however, that Malchus thanked the
Lord. But it’s interesting to note that the last miracle of Jesus was healing
someone who had come to arrest Him. Jesus was still caring for individuals.
In the book of Philippians, we are told that Jesus emptied Himself. He “made
Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant” (2:7). But what
did He empty Himself of? He certainly didn’t lay aside His deity, but He did
lay aside some of its privileges. And one of the privileges that would have
been afforded Him would have been angelic deliverance. But Jesus would
not take hold of that because of the necessity of paying the price for our sin.
We may all come to face Gethsemanes in our lives, if you will. For Jesus,
Gethsemane was a time of difficulty, of hardship. It was a time when He
had to surrender to the will of the Father, knowing that was the right thing
to do. You may come to experiences in life that are similar, when you don’t
understand why God is allowing a certain thing. You don’t know what’s
ahead. But you can trust your unknown future in the hands of a known God.

Let’s take some time over the next few days to discover what Jesus is
teaching us by his cleansing of the temple. When Jesus entered the temple
area after his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, he began driving out everyone
who was buying and selling there.
What had stoked the fires of his divine wrath and anger? We know from
Scripture that the “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Timothy
6:10). Jesus knew that too. Jesus became angry because religious hucksters
were using God to make extra money. You see, people traveling into
Jerusalem for the Passover needed to buy animals for the sacrifices they
would offer to God during this festival. Most of those people also needed
to exchange their money for temple currency in order to buy the animals.
The trouble, though, was that the money changers and sellers were often
dishonest and took advantage of those travelers.
I have met people who were turned off by the church. When I once asked a
neighbor why he no longer attended church, he said he had quit because
the church didn’t care for him—they just wanted his money. I don’t know if
that was true or just an excuse. But I do know that many people have been
turned off because they’ve been fleeced by some unscrupulous person who
claimed to be a Christian. When that happens, Jesus gets angry.

My Prayer For Today

Lord, what needs to be cleansed in our lives? Is it a love for money?
Is it a desire to exploit people for our own purposes? Lord, cleanse
what is offensive in me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

56

By Greg Laurie

By Jerry Hoytema

My Prayer For Today

God, please give me strength. Give me the strength and courage
needed to do the tasks in front of me. Be with me God. Clear my
mind, have your hand on my shoulder so I can think clearly and
speak wisdom. Thank you for your wisdom. Thank you for your
guidance. God, please give me the strength to do what I need to do
and be more like You. I know all things are in Your hands, and I want
to work for Your glory. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Cleansing the Temple: Part 2
And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of
prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ ” - Matthew 21:13 (NKJV)
Religious huckstering wasn’t the only reason the temple needed to be
cleansed. Another reason had to do with God’s mission to the world. You
see, there were four courts in the temple. The outer court was where the
Gentiles—the non-Jews—could come to worship God. Next was the court
of women, and then the court of men. The inmost court was where the
priests alone could enter to offer sacrifices.
Jesus’ righteous anger at the merchants in the temple was heightened by
the fact that they had chosen to do business in the court of the Gentiles. How
could anyone from other nations pray and worship God while surrounded by
the bleating of sheep and the shouting of buyers and sellers?
We can understand the impact of Jesus’ complaint when we look at the
actual passage he quoted from Isaiah. In Isaiah 56:7 God says, “My house
will be called a house of prayer for all nations.” The presence of sellers and
money changers made worship impossible for Gentiles—and that angered
Jesus.
The Jews in charge of temple matters needed to remember that “everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Joel 2:32). We must
remember that too. Neither our actions nor our traditions should stand in
the way of others who seek to worship God.

My Prayer For Today

By Jerry Hoytema

Lord, we acknowledge that sometimes our traditions and closedminded ways have shut the doors of our churches to others. Forgive
us, we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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